FREEMEN & HONORARY ALDERMEN
Honorary Aldermen

Under Section 249 of the Local Government Act 1972 a Council may by a resolution passed by not less than two-thirds of the members voting at a meeting specially convened for the purpose, confer the title of honorary aldermen on persons who have in the opinion of the Council, rendered eminent services to the Council as past members of the Council, but who are not then Members of the Council.  The new Alderman will be presented with an Honorary Alderman’s scroll at the ceremony.

No Honorary Alderman shall, while serving as a councillor of the council be entitled to be addressed as Alderman or to attend or take part in any civic ceremonies of the Council as an alderman.

An honorary alderman may attend and take part in such civic ceremonies as the Council may decide but shall not, as such, have the right 

(a) to attend meetings of the Council or a committee of the Council or


to receive any allowances or other payments.

Please see separate list of Honorary Aldermen

Freemen
Under the same Act, the Borough may by a resolution passed by not less than two-thirds of the members voting at a meeting specially convened for the purpose admit to be honorary freemen of the Borough persons or persons of distinction who have in the opinion of the Council rendered eminent services to the Borough, but this does not give him the same rights as Honorary Aldermen,  Newly admitted Freemen should take the appropriate Freeman’s Oath and sign the Freeman’s Roll, witnessed by the Mayor and Chief Executive.

There are only 3 current Freemen 
Ashchurch Camp
The Freedom of the Borough was bestowed upon Base Vehicle Depot Ashchurch on 5th June 1971 during which a Ceremonial Sword was presented to the depot.

The last Freedom Parade carried out by the Camp was on 2nd July 1997.  Since then staff shortage has precluded further parades.
RAF Innsworth
The Freedom of the Borough was bestowed on RAF Innsworth on 28th April 1977. 

The last Freedom Parade was held on 3rd May 2002.  Whilst the RAF is anxious to continue such parades at regular intervals it very much depends on operational requirements.
‘The Rifles’

(formerly ’The Royal Gloucestershire, Berkshire and Wiltshire Regiment )

The Gloucestershire Regiment was presented with the Freedom of the Borough on 30th March 1974.  Following the Regiment’s amalgamation into the new Regiment a new Freedom of Entry to the Borough was awarded to the Royal Gloucestershire, Berkshire and Wiltshire Regiment on 15th February 2000 in the presence of Prince Philip Duke of Edinburgh as Colonel in Chief.
As a result of restructuring, in July 2005 the RGBW became part of the RGBW Light Infantry (RGBWLI).

On 8th October 2006 The Regiment exercised its Freedom rights through Tewkesbury Town as part of a series of such marches prior to being amalgamated into the new Regiment to be known as ‘The Rifles’.

In February 2007 when the Regiment became part of ‘The Rifles’ the rights bestowed on the RGBW were formally transferred to the new Regiment at a Council Meeting.

